
Meet The Masters 



Johannes Vermeer 

• October 1632 --- December 1675 

• Dutch painter who lived and worked in Delft 

• Created some of the most exquisite paintings in 
Western art.  

• His works are rare.  

• He is known to have done only 35 or 36 paintings 

• Most portray figures inside.  

• All show light and color 



The Netherlands  



Delft China 



Family History 

• He began his career in the arts when his father 
died and Vermeer inherited the family art 
dealing business.  

• He continued to work as an art dealer even 
after he had become a respected painter 
because he needed the money. 



Married 

• Vermeer married a Catholic woman 
named Catharina Bolnes, even 
though he was a Protestant.  

• Catholics in Delft lived in a separate 
neighborhood than the Protestants 
and the members of the two religions 
did not usually spend much time 
together 



A Big Family! 

• Vermeer and his wife had 14 children but not 
nearly enough money to support them all. 
Catharina’s mother gave them some money 
and let the family live with her but Vermeer 
still had to borrow money to feed his children 



Patron 

• Patron: someone who supports the arts 

• Pieter van Ruijven, one of the richest men in 
town, became Vermeer’s patron.  

• He bought many of Vermeer’s paintings and 
made sure he had canvas, paints, and brushes so 
he could work.  

• Having a patron meant that Vermeer could use 
the color blue in his paintings, a very expensive 
color in the 1600s because it was made out of the 
semi-precious stone, lapis lazuli.  



Not Famous Until Later 

• After his death Vermeer was overlooked by all 
art collectors and art historians for more than 
200 years.  

• His few pictures were attributed to other 
artists.  

• Finally,  after 1866, he was  "rediscovered" 
and his works became widely known and his 
works heralded as genuine Vermeers. 



Guitar Playing  



The Music Lesson 



Young Woman With A Water Jug 



The Milkmaid 



The Glass of Wine 



The Geographer 



Common Themes  

• Nearly all of Vermeer’s paintings show indoor scenes.  

 

• Most have a single window on the left side of the 
painting which provides the light.  

• Vermeer created a smooth but thick painting by 
applying a thin layer of paint, letting it dry, then adding 
another thin layer of paint, and continuing until he was 
happy with the artwork.  

• His subjects ranged from very poor workers to rich 
nobles. 
 



Postage Stamp 



Art in Literature 



Girl with a Pearl Earring  



Make your own Delft China 

• Pictorial plates were made in abundance, 
illustrated with religious motifs, native Dutch 
scenes with windmills and fishing boats, 
hunting scenes, landscapes and seascapes. 






